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 P A U L  T A L B O T

S
elf-taught, she did her first tattoo about 12 

years ago and has since earned a reputation 

worldwide not only as a tattoo artist but also 

in fine art as well. I wanted to know more 

about her work. Ivana currently lives and works in 

Los Angeles, and is constantly on the road traveling 

so I was over-the-moon when she agreed to chat with 

me via email…

SOME OF OUR READERS MAY NOT BE FAMILIAR 
WITH YOUR ARTWORK. IF ASKED, HOW WOULD YOU 
DESCRIBE IT?
I would say I do funky colour! My work is mix of 

graphic elements, street art, illustration, realism. It’s 

very colourful; yet it’s ‘tasty’ - I think that’s a good 

word to describe it. I’m really drawn to street art and 

the freedom that comes with it. Like most artists, my 

work is constantly evolving but it still contains the 

raw elements and colour combinations that I would 

call my ‘style’. 

I feel my artwork, is contemporary and modern 

too, but it’s also important to be here alongside of all 

the other styles! With every tattoo I do, I’m learning 

something new and the level I’m at right now is not 

defined and never will be. My mind is constantly 

changing, so for me, it’s a very natural process of 

evolving as an artist and as a person. I do what I feel 

is right at that particular moment. 

THE MAIN THING THAT HITS ME - AND THAT I LOVE - 
ABOUT YOUR TATTOOS IS THE SENSE OF FREEDOM 
AND EXCITEMENT. THEY COME ACROSS AS LOOSE AND 
ALIVE WHILST REMAINING CONCEPTUALLY FOCUSSED. 

Here in the Now Frontier
The work of Slovakian born tattooist Ivana Belakova is hard 
to miss. Her style is a melting pot of ideas blending graphic 
and street art textures with ‘funky colour’ painterly effects 

into an exciting visual feast. 

instagram.com/paultlbt



91PAUL TALBOT
HERE IN THE NOW FRONTIERSkin Deep Magazine Issue 242

HERE IN THE NOW FRONTIER PAUL TALBOT



92 PAUL TALBOT
HERE IN THE NOW FRONTIER www.skindeep.co.uk

PAUL TALBOT HERE IN THE NOW FRONTIER

IS THIS NATURAL FOR YOU OR SOMETHING  
YOU HAVE TO STRIVE FOR?
I would say freedom describes my work so much, 

you nailed that! Every single tattoo I do, I let my 

mind take me where I want to go with it. It’s all a 

process and whatever comes naturally - that’s the 

way it’s going to be. I don’t like feeling limited when it 

comes to space and colour because I never know the 

outcome of my final product until I get there.

DO YOU HAVE ANY ARTISTIC TRAINING IN EITHER 
GRAPHIC DESIGN OR FINE ART? OR IS THIS 
AMAZINGNESS GUT INSTINCT?
I’m completely self-taught with no prior training. I 

have a real admiration for modern fine art and design 

though. I love the blend of simplicity and detail that 

you can find in modern art. Architecture being one of 

my favourites, I draw many ideas and concepts from it. 

I do what I find aesthetically pretty - and that’s 

where my gut instinct kicks in.

TELL ME ABOUT YOUR BOOK - ARE YOU A 
‘NARCISSISTIC ROCKSTAR’?
I don’t think so! In fact I am pretty shy. I certainly 

don’t live like a rockstar. I like to be aware and 

focused. I like to enjoy my life to the fullest 

everyday… Narcissistic Rockstar is just the title 

of a book about my work and my lifestyle - that’s 

why I named it that way! I needed to vent a little 

as sometimes I feel crazy, creative, high energy and 

sometimes I feel like I’m not busy enough. 

I wanted to do something for my customers who 

like my work, so I decided to do a mix of my artwork. 

Overall, there are some pictures of my old work - 

tattoos which I liked at the time of making them. 

There are also tattoos close to my heart and some of 

my drawings. 

There are some blurbs too which are my thoughts.

There’s also ‘nothing’. Literally. 

And some disco.

I DO WHAT I FIND AESTHETICALLY PRETTY - AND 
THAT’S WHERE MY GUT INSTINCT KICKS IN.


