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I AM A COMPLETELY
SELFTAUGHT ARTIST,
I HAD TO LEARN
EVERYTHING AS I
WENT ALONG
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have to have a quick look at it and you kno
with rich, bright, colours…
created it. Simple, illustrative lines layered
Ivana
Trent Aitken-Smith
her style is unmistakably her own

TO KICK THINGS OFF IVANA,
WHAT WAS YOUR EARLY
CHILDHOOD LIKE AND DID IT HAVE
A BEARING ON YOUR DECISION TO
BE A TATTOO ARTIST?

I was born and raised in Slovakia,
surrounded by nature, playing soccer,
being a happy child. Overall I cansay
that I had anamazing childhood. My
parents supported me in everything!
I wasfortunate in that I was able to do
‘my thing’ and was raised in a matter of
open spirit. My mum is also creative in
many areas and supported my artistic
developmentsince I was a child. I
admired fashion and photography and
spent hours creating collages.
In the beginning I just really
enjoyed drawing for myself. I felt as
if I was in my own creative world.
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A little later onI tried to do graffiti
too, which I found lots of fun! From
when I was young I loved drawing,
but I never thought of making any
career out of it. I didn’t have a dream
career growing up, other than being
an artist of some kind. I was thinking
about working and being involved in
the artistic field, but my imagination
was too blurry to recognize what
exactly it was. Then tattooing
happened to me, unexpectedly.
One of my mum’s friends came up
with the idea of opening a tattoo
shop, right at the time when I was
graduating from high school.
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Ivana
Web: www.ivanatattooart.com
Email: toxic-tattoo@hotmail.com
Facebook: /Ivana-TattooArtInstagram: @ivanatattooart
Twitter: /IvanaTattooArt

O

ver the years I have met
Ivana a couple of times and always it
has only been briefly, but a few months
ago we hooked up at the Hustlers
Parlour, Brooklyn, and I got to spend
a bit more time chatting to her and
watching her work her magic. At first
she seemed quiet and reserved, but

once she got into the flow, I
found she was really easy going
and happy to talk for ages
about art in all its different
forms. It didn’t take me long
to warm to Ivana’s easy going
personality…and along with
her extensive technical and
artistic knowledge of tattooing,
I knew she would be an
amazing artist to sit down and
chat to. Before I left, I asked
if she would be perfect as the
next guest editor of Tattoo Master.

Four years ago Ivana
approached me to design
her first book. I was
ridiculously flattered that
someone of her talent
found my art to be in total
alignment with her art. Ever
since, we’ve developed a
remarkable partnership
that’s become a multi
headed lovable monster of
fun, hard work, inspiration,
& honesty.
She is my friend, always.
She is mytorturertattoo
artist when schedules allow.
She is my art collaborator,
business partner, client/
boss, often all in a single
day. She is demanding…
which very occasionally
means she is the biggest
pain in my ass.
However, that demand
comes from the impeccable
standards she requires
of herself. I can’t be mad
about that – I’m the same
way & it’s why we’re able to
work together seamlessly.
People have asked, “Isn’t
she intimidating!?” My
answer is always, “No!
She’s just Slovakian!!” I
promise, she’s simply a
badass tattoo artist who’s
secretly also a sweetheart.

WHEN THIS OPPORTUNITY
AROSE, WERE YOU ABLE TO DO
APPRENTICE UNDER ANOTHER
ARTIST, OR DID YOU TEACH
YOURSELF TO TATTOO?

Ivana
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In Slovakia it is not common to
doapprenticeships when it comes
to tattooing, especially at the time
that I started, because professional
tattooing was still just growing. You
got amachine and started tattooing
your friends and slowly picked up the
skills yourself. I didn’t have any special
training fromanyone. I am a completely
selftaught artist. I had to learn as I
went along; figure out the needles and
machine settings myself. I learned the
hard way and had to fix a few tattoos
later on, but I think it shaped me
into the artist that I am today. Being
self taught was an advantage for me.
Looking back, you could say learning
and improving my skills maybe took
me longer than learning from someone
else, but on the other hand it really
allowed me to fully focus on tattooing
the way I wanted, which in turn gave
me significant artistic freedom to
develop my unique style. Learning

I’M VERY PASSIONATE ABOUT
MY WORK AND CAN’T IMAGINE
DOING ANYTHING ELSE

from a mentor can have advantages,
but I feel like not having one was the
way to go for me.
I was absolutely hooked from the
very first time I tattooed and I knew
this would be something that I wanted
to pursue and eventually become my
career. I was very driven to become the
best that I could and it stayed that way.
I’m very passionate about my work and
can’t imagine doing anything else.

For a long time I didn’t see Slovakia
as a country with strong artistic or
cultural identity. I was born during
communism and the art scene was
dramatically suppressed by the regime
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WHEN DID YOU GET YOUR FIRST
TATTOO AND WHOSE WORK DO
YOU HAVE ON YOU NOW?

I was sixteen years old when I got my
first tattoo. It wasn’t done in a tattoo
studio, just by a guy who was tattooing
at home. I’m in the process of removing
it. I also have two birds by Pepa, my
sleeve is done by Boris and my chest
piece by Jeff Gogue.
GROWING UP IN SLOVAKIA,
DID THE CULTURE AND HISTORY
OF THE COUNTRY ADD TO YOUR
ARTISTIC IDEAS AND INFLUENCES?
DOES SLOVAKIA HAVE A STRONG
CREATIVE IDENTITY?

NATURE HAS
ALWAYS BEEN
THE MAIN
SOURCE OF
INSPIRATION
FOR ME

IVANA
for decades. There was no freedom
of speech…or art. Of course, when
I was nine, the communist regime
was overthrown and we now have
democracy, so things are different and
better now. We have great singers and
artists and people are more aware of
the historical heritage.
I grew up in a village, surrounded
by beautiful nature. So even now,
nature has been the main source of
inspiration for me.
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IS TATTOOING BIG IN SLOVAKIA
AND IS IT SEEN AS A RESPECTABLE
CAREER TO FOLLOW?

Slovakia is very conservative country,
among the older generation there is
still prejudice against people having
tattoos and even more against tattoo

JOE CAPOBIANCO

artists. When I started tattooing,
fourteen years ago, professional
tattooing was at its beginnings in
Slovakia and the people’s perception
of tattoos and tattoo artists was
adequate to that.
Tattoos are getting more popular
nowadays and it seems that Slovaks
are becoming more tolerant and
accepting. Tattooing has come a
long way since I left twelve years ago.
People are looking for more quality
work and tattooists are becoming the
artists they should be.
YOUR WORK IS VERY UNIQUE,
HOW DID YOU SETTLE ON THIS
STYLE AND HOW DID IT EVOLVE
FROM YOUR EARLIER STYLES?

When I first started tattooing, I only
did black and grey pieces. That was
many years ago, but as I gained more
experience and started figuring things
out, I tried using colours and ever since
then I fell in love with mixing the ink.
I describe my style as ‘funky colour’
andmy tattoos‘organized mess’…

Over the many years
of my tattooing career,
I’ve come across many
a talented young artist.
I’ve made an effort to
get to know a lot of
them. I will admit that
it’s the over all attitude
and decorum of the
individual that strikes a
true feeling of respect
and admiration for
the person from me.
These are the qualities
that I think cause me
to continue to kindle
a proper friendship. I
think that perhaps too
many artists of today
feel that all it takes
is pure talent to get
ahead. And perhaps in
a smaller way, this is
true. But for me it is the
over all individual that
I want to befriend and
keep as a true personal
peer. While I respect
the artist, it takes more
than talent to make a
friend. Ivana is just one
of those individuals. A
truly talented artist…
but tempered with
the proper amount of
respect for both her
peers and clientele. It
is these traits, along
with her talent, that
will continue to earn her
the respect of myself
and many other greater
artists. And for that I
commend her and wish
her the best of luck in
what I’m certain will be
an incredible career.

Ivana
www.tattoomaster.co.uk

P13

Guest Editor Interview
IVANA

experiment and don’t have to hold
on to the old ways. Here in the United
States, tattooing has a strong tradition
and is more conservative, but it is
changing slowly.
ARE THERE CERTAIN POINTS IN
YOUR CAREER THAT YOU CAN LOOK
BACK ON AND SAY, YEAH, THAT’S
WHERE IT CHANGED FOR ME?

Yes, there’s been a few turning points
in my career so far. The first one was
meeting Joe Capobianco at a tattoo
show in Australia. He introduced me
to using magnums needles. Before
that, for the first five years since I
started tattooing, I had only been
using round needles.
Another was my travels around
the world that I started in 2007. I was
doing several guest spots all around
the world and that taught me a lot. It
was during my travels that I started
developing my distinctive style.
Around two or three years ago I
started to be very selective about
designs I wanted to work on. Since
then, I really enjoy every tattoo I
do because the designs suit me
artistically and I know can I give my
best under those conditions.

I DESCRIBE MY STYLE AS
‘FUNKY COLOUR’ AND MY
TATTOOS ‘ORGANIZED MESS’

WHAT INSPIRES YOU…MAKES
YOU WANT TO CREATE?

IVANA
MY STYLE CONSISTS OF MANY DIFFERENT
ASPECTS AND IS IN CONSTANT EVOLUTION
which would be the closest description.
My style consists of many different
aspects and is in constant evolution. It
is a mix of everything surrounding me.
Everyday is different and my style of
tattooingis constantly changing.I am
constantly learning and experimenting
with different aspects of my creativity.I
don’t stick to any rules; I create freely
what is appealing to me and what has
an aesthetic quality to me.
I guess what shaped me the most
were my travels around the world,
working with other artists from the
industry…plus my focus and hard
work. I’m constantly improving myself
and developing my work.
There is always something new to
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discover, which isvisually appealing
to me. What takes me to the next
level is that I’m constantly looking
for new inspiration and challenging
the aesthetics of common things that
surround us.
EUROPE ALWAYS SEEMS TO
BE WHERE THE NEW STYLES
ORIGINATE, WHY DO YOU THINK
THIS IS?

Artists in Europe tend to experiment
more, they are more free and don’t
hold to traditions as much as on
other continents. In many European
countries professional tattooing arose
in the past twenty years and therefore
the artists have more freedom to

My biggest inspiration is life itself and
nature; this is thegreatest stimulus for
me. There are so many great artists that
I admire and inspire me;performers,
fashion designers, graffiti artists,
illustrators….the list goes on.
WHAT IS IT THAT YOU LOVE ABOUT
THE ART OF TATTOOING…AND
WHAT DO YOU FIND RESTRICTING?

I love the very ‘now’ when I am
tattooing. That particular time,
moment and very minute of it. I tattoo
as I feel, with no plan. I love that act of
happening. It’s very spontaneous and
I know it will never be repeated again.
It’s absolutely amazing! I also love that I
can freely create pretty much anything
I want. I have open minded clients who
allowme to do so! I love my clients.
There is not much to dislike about
the art of tattooing, but as with
most artists in general, I don’t enjoy
politics of any kind.
AS AN ARTIST WHO IS ALWAYS ON
THE ROAD, DO YOU FIND THAT THE
POLITICS OF TATTOOING ARE THE
SAME WHERE EVER YOU GO?

I’m not naive, tattooing is still ‘a man’s
world’, but slowly it is changing and
opening to more great female artists
out there. Women are more recognized
for their art, it is noticeable around the
world.
WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT
EQUIPMENT SETUP?

I use Intense Inks, the Cheyenne
Thunder and Pen, Hustle Butter Deluxe,
Hush Anaesthetic and Pro Wraps.
WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL BRIEF
FROM A CLIENT?

I like to have artistic freedom, that
works the best for me. Mostly I require
only 2-3 bullet points, references, or a

picture…and that is sufficient. I take
it from there and transform it into my
design. I prepare every design as a
unique piece of custom art and adjust
it according to my client’s personal
specifications, so it fits the best with the
client’s proportions and personality.
I get many requests everyday and it
would be impossible to accommodate
all of them. When I am deciding which
tattoos to do, I try to choose designs
that suit me artistically and would
work best with my style. I have to be
happy with the outcome of my work as
well and being a perfectionist I want
to deliver only the best to my clients.
Some clients don’t like it when I turn
them down over their designs, but it

Ivana
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is a matter of being professional. If I
think the design would work better in a
different style, I have to pass on it. And
of course, if it is something I know I
won’t enjoy doing, I can’t do it.
I KNOW YOU TRAVEL A LOT DOING
CONVENTIONS AND GUEST SPOTS,
BUT WHEN YOU’RE NOT ON THE
ROAD, DO YOU HAVE A BASE, A
STUDIO YOU CALL HOME?

My current base is Outer Limits
Tattoo in Long Beach, California. I do
also travel for conventions in Europe
and the States and occasionally I do
guest spots. My fans can find all the
info about my travels on my social
media sites.
WHAT DO YOU DO ON YOUR DAYS
OFF FROM TATTOOING TO RELAX…
DO YOU DO ANY OTHER ART
OUTSIDE OF TATTOOING?

There are so many things toenjoy in life
and that make me happy.I love simple
things, such as going to the movies,
reading, shopping, going for a nice
dinner. But my absolute passion other
than tattooing istravelling. It is also a
great source of inspiration for me and
perfect relaxation.
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Right now I’m focusing on my tattoo
work and I have created a series of
limited edition prints with a friend.
A great deal of my time is taken up
in preparation of my second book,
Narcissistic Rockstar 2, which is
coming out soon.
CAN YOU TELL US MORE ABOUT
YOUR TWO NARCISSISTIC
ROCKSTAR BOOKS? HOW DID
THEY COME ABOUT AND WHAT
CAN A COLLECTOR EXPECT TO
FIND IN THEM?

I wanted to give my clients and fans
more insight on my work and me in
general; for them to have the collection
of my work and for me to show them
a little about who I am and what I’m
like. In my second book, Narcissistic
Rockstar 2, which should be out before
the end of the year, I will include more
text about my work, style, client stories
and some personal stories from my
travels around the world.
There’s a lot to be excited about!
YOU ARE CURRENTLY DOING A
LOAD OF AMAZING ART PRINTS,
WHAT IS THE STORY BEHIND
THEIR CREATION?

I TRY TO CHOOSE
DESIGNS THAT SUIT
ME ARTISTICALLY
AND WOULD WORK
BEST WITH MY STYLE
I came up with a new tattoo project
called RemixIT Design, a collaboration
with my great friend, TADPole, who is a
mixed media artist. I’ve had the idea to
make those prints for about three years
and I thought she would be the perfect
person to collaborate with, mixing both
my work and her graphic design style.
I think both our styles compliment
each others work perfectly. The reason
I started to do this new project was
very simple…people who like my work
cannot always afford to get a tattoo
done from me, or they are living on
the other side of the world, so this way
they can have at least have a piece of
artwork from me.
Our print designs are true fine art
pieces, printed on high quality art
paper, using archival inks. Each print
is signed, numbered and embossed
with our logo, which is also our mark
of authenticity to prove that the client

RICHIE BULLDOG

IVANA
is getting a true RemixIT piece. So
far we have 50 limited prints for each
5 designs - Blue Whale, Elephant,
Matrioshka, Deer & TV and Owl. After
we sell all of them, they will never be
printed again. We wanted to make
them like a collectors item so they
would have more meaning to each
individual, knowing their prints will
be limited. We will have new designs
starting within the next couple of
months, which will also follow the
same process. Once we were done
with our first three print designs, I felt
a sense of accomplishment. It was
something new, fresh and different
which brought lots of inspiration to me.
It’s honestly quite amazing to work
with someone that understands my
direction and artist approach. The
overall process was about five months.
At first it took a while to put together
our ideas and just see where we wanted
to go with the project. There are lots
of new, different things coming out of
RemixIT in the future!
WHERE IS THE BEST PLACE TO GET
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Ivana is an amazing artist,
with amazing energy on
the highest level. One that
I am lucky enough to call a
friend. A creative force that
constantly leaves me in awe
with her amazing creations.
If you don’t know her, you
most definitely know of her
work…flawless techniques of
tight perfection, mixed with
huge splashes of colour. Her
works are big, colourful and
their chaotic backgrounds,
with super attention to detail
on the subject of the piece,
are depictions that effect all
your senses. She chooses
her clients with ideas that
she feels matches her style
and vision. There’s a long list
people hoping to get a piece
from her, the wait is long but
well worth it. From Brooklyn
to Bejing she’s colouring
the world with her visions,
making it more beautiful for
the rest of us. Her meticulous
planning and organization
are clearly that of a next level
“Certified Hustler”. Her bright
smile and grace are felt in
the largest of rooms. All she
touches becomes beauty. Her
funky free spirit and energy
are truly inspiring.

A HOLD OF YOUR PRINTS?

You can get it through my official web
site: www.ivanatattooart.com. All you
have to do is click your favourite and
add it to your cart. Also, if you’re lucky,
you might get yours for free. You can
check my site for full details about the
giveaway. There’s the Series 1 Prints
which is Limited Edition, or you can go
for the Open Stock prints which come
in various designs.
WILL YOU ADD MORE ARTISTS
TO THE REMIXIT PROJECT IN THE
FUTURE?

So far, RemixIT design is the
collaboration of myself and Traci. We
haven’t yet discussed the possibility of
including other artists.
PHOTOGRAPHY IS ANOTHER
CREATIVE OUTLET YOU HAVE A
LOT OF INTEREST IN. WOULD YOU
LIKE TO PURSUE THIS ON MORE
ARTISTIC LEVEL IN THE FUTURE?

For now, photography is only a hobby
for me. On my travels I really enjoy
taking pictures and capturing moments

and people that I meet, but tattooing
is still my priority and takes up most
of my time. I can’t say if it will become
part of my artistic career in the future…
but it is not an impossibility.
BESIDES THE PRINTS AND BOOKS,
ANY OTHER FUTURE PLANS?

I have many plans that I’m working
on and preparing, my mind is
constantly going and I’m always
looking for new challenges. I love
fashion and want to prepare my own
collection. I think that would be the
biggest one. I’m also planning on
doing some seminars in the near
future, so stay tuned for more info.
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